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SUB J : PRC REVIEWS TANAKA SOUTHEAST TRIP 

SUMMARY. NCNA'S FIRST REPORT OF THE RESULTS OF TANAKA'S 
TOUR OF ASEAN COUNTRIES PUTS THE BEST POSSIBLE FACE ON THE 
TRIP. THIS PRESUMABLY REFLECTS THE PRC'S SATISFACTION AT 
SEEING THE SPECTER OF UNCONTROLLED JAPANESE ECONOMIC 
EXPANSIONISM RUNNING INTO RESISTANCE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN COUNTRIES AS WELL AS ITS RELUCTANCE TO PUBLICIZE ANY 
EMBARRASSMENT TO PRIME MINISTER TANAKA. END SUMMARY. 

1. NCNA (JANUARY 18) CARRIED PEKING'S FIRST REPORT 
ON JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER TANAKA'S TRIP TO THE ASEAN 
COUNTRIES. ALTHOUGH CHINESE MEDIA HAD MENTIONED HIS 
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SIMILAR TO THE COVERAGE OF TANAKA'S EUROPEAN TOUR LAST 
FALL. 

2. STARTING ON THE UPBEAT, NCNA NOTED TANAKA'S SUPPORT 
OF -AND BY IMPLICATION PRC APPROVAL OF-ASEAN AND THE 
EFFORTS BY THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES FOR REALIZING THE 
NEUTRALIZATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIA. IT ALSO REPORTED THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S COMMENT IN SINGAPORE THAT THE SOVIET SPONSORED 
ASIAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY SYSTEM WAS "NOT YET THE ORDER OF 
THE DAY." NCNA, QUOTING MAINICHI SHIMBUN, SAID THAT 

THE PURPOSE OF TANAKA'S TOUR WAS "RESOURCES DIPLOMACY" 

AND ASSURING JAPAN OF A LONG-TERM AND STABLE SUPPLY OF 
RESOURCES AND IMPLIED HE HAD HAD SOME SUCCESS BY NOTING 
THAT IAPAN WOULD CONTINUE TO ENLARGE ITS CAPITAL INVESTMENTS 
AND LOANS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

3. TURNING RATHER GINGERLY TO THE ANTI-JAPANESE DEMONSTRATIONS 
WHICH GREETED THE JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER, NCNA, AGAIN 
QUOTING JAPANESE NEWSPAPERS, REPORTED THAT THE DEMONSTRATIONS 
HAD STEMMED FROM CONCERN THAT JAPANESE ECONOMIC EXPANSION 
COULD LEAD TO CONTROL OF LOCAL ECONOMICS AND UNDERMINE 
THEIR ECONOMIC GROWTH. IT NOTED THAT THE ANTI-TANAKA 
PROTESTS WERE "STRONG" AND THAT THE JAPANESE EMBASSY IN 
JAKARTA WAS ATTACKED, BUT AVOIDED OTHER LURID DETAILS SUCH 

AS THE DEATHS AND LOOTING IN INDONESIA. IN CONCLUSION, NCNA 
QUOTES FOREIGN MINISTER OHIRA AND OTHERS TO SUGGEST THAT 
THE JAPANESE HAVE LEARNED THE APPROPRIATE LESSON FROM THE 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND WILL ATTEMPT TO RECTIFY PAST MISTAKES. 

4. COMMENT. THE PAUCITY OF REPORTS ON TANAKA'S 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN TRIP MAY RELATE TO SOME CAUTION IN PEKING 
OVER HOW TO ANALYZE ITS RESULTS. ON THE WHOLE, WE 
SUSPECT THAT THE CHINESE WERE PLEASED WITH THE OUTCOME OF 
THE TANAKA TRIP. IN THE PAST, THEY HAD OFTEN VOICED THEIR 
CONCERN THAT JAPAN MIGHT ONE DAY TAKE OVER SOUTHEAST ASIA 
BY MEANS OF ECONOMIC EXPANSIONS, THE ANTI-JAPANESE 
SENTIMENT ENCOUNTERED BY TANAKA DEMONSTRATED THAT THE 
SOUTHEAST ASIANS THEMSELVES ARE EQUALLY CONCERNED WITH 
THIS POSSIBILITY AND INTEND TO COUNTER IT THEMSELVES. THE 
PRC THUS HAS THE LUXURY OF A MAJOR WORRY APPARENTLY 
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TAKING CARE OF ITSELF. 
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